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26 ugust 198%

Memorandum for: ..D/OC /
Comptroller ;

5AfDD/S

“ubject; Proposed amendment to the
Foreign Service sct of 1946

1. The Bureau of the Budget has forwarded to this Agency
for comment a proposed amendment to the Foreign Service Act
of 1946 relating to commissary ani mess services abroad,

2. This offfce must forward its c amments to the Bureau of
the Budget before 15 september, and, therefore, it would be
appreciated if you would forward to us your views with respect

to the proposed amendment before 10 September,
e STATINTL

ATINTL 3. In the eve t confer on this bill, nlease
communicate with on extension

walte¥ L. ierzheimer
Legislative Counsel

Attachments

- STATINTL
State Dept., OGC reviews

completed. Onfile OME release
instructions applhy.
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E Approved For Release 2006/10/02 : CIA-RDP80-01370R000400040022-0

N k4
V’:"’ '

DEPARTYENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Rear Mr. Viee Preosidents

There 18 trangedtted herewith & drafe of a propeged bill, "Ia
amentt Section 92 of the Foreign Searviee Act of August 13, 19L6
(22 ¥.8.C. 1139) relating to commissery or mess services', which 46
is recemmondcd that the Congress enact.

Funds have mot been requested for Qovernmens operated commiv-
sexy or mees gervices sinece the fiseal yeer 1951, In erder %o meed
thelr neets for coumissery or mess services, ezployees of the Foreign
Servies have ecgtablished a number of cooperative, non-Government
operated cormissary oF mess services fimsnced by personal coniribu-
tiomn. While this arreangemont is very helpful %o the cmpleyees of
the Serviee, notwithstanding the faet that soms of then have difflevl &y
in participating thercin becavse of neeessary eepital. outlays, the
Government also bonefits comsiderably therefrem besavse of reduced
pogt allevance payments and betitor cmpleyee relations.

in rocent correspendence the Cencral Ascouwnting Office inguired
about the avthority for ouwr empleyses (o operate the non-Covernment
comulssary and allied servieces im the Paris Eabagsy, and raised e
question whather funds accravlaeted through such cperations are at
leagt quasi-Coverrment and whether they should be cevered iate the
Treasury as Miscellancous Receipts. In a decisien dated Merch 3,
1953 (A-bi0Ll) the Comptroller Gemersd expressed the deosirability of
obtaining edditionsl legislation to enable the Deparvient to sanction
officlally non-Covernment eperated commigsary and allied services.

Cenerel Regulaticns No. 121 issued by the Comptroller Ceneral
under date of Jemwary 21, 1955, instructs depertments and agencies of
the Covernment with respect to their regpongibilities concerning the

wse of

The Honerable
Richard M. Nixon,
President of the Sensie.

CORY
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use of Covernment facilities by employees and the aection to be taken
i selloeting for any uwnoffieial use of sueh facilities. Tais PEEU~
lasion wild make 1% extremely difficult for non-Government operated
COmmASCNLY OF HC38 Services o operate in the sbsence of the legige
Latien propesed,

If onneted, the cmendment wowld authorise the cotoblishment apd
CPErAtlya of non-Govermmont operated cemmmlssary or ness facilivies
and ercbile the Departmsnt to assist them to obtaln neeessery spacs,
ipelvdiny warehouse o BCOPAZE BPese, ubliiitics, material, supplies,
equilpmon? or Serviees. It is contemplated that the regulattons
governil:y cveh eperetions would require reimburgement consistent with
the variius situatdons cncouwntered.

In order o cqualize cozmissary end mess charges te cmpleyees
of all cicnsies verving abroad, becavse thelr pest allewanees are
cQual, Wig cmendnent would provide that chargss abrozd ty a CoEmS.88aTY
or mese 3ervice of any Covernuend agenay shall be at the saaz rote
forr ald sivilien perseonncl of the Government servieed thereby, and
that 2l charges for supplies furnished to euch a sorvice abroead by
any Covarnment agency ehall be at the seme rate ags that chapped
civilien commissary or mess services of the fuendshing ageancy.

It .8 not contemplated that the eost of operating the Foreign
Sexrviee i1l be inercascd Wy the ensctment of whis bill. On the
othar hord, 45 the bill 1o net enacted, and existing commissary and
@238 98y Adees shouwld be digcontinved, the cesh of cperating the
8ervice vIill be Jnercagscd considerably by refson of inereascd pes®
Allewans: payments.

o autherity for the cstablishment amd maintenance of Govermaens
operated cenmissary and mess services is rotoined go that 1% mey be
vaed dn Uhe ovent of futvro necessity.

L% 5o regpoetfvlly reguested hat you lay the propegsed bill

bafere ¢l e Semate. 4 elmilor bill 4o being tramsnitted two the
Spealwerr «f the House of Representatives.

Inelosures

4 propesed bill.
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o ancnd Sestion 921 of the Forelgn Servise Ach of Avgust 13,

AOLG (22 UoS.Co 1139) relating to cemmiceary oF mess services.

Be !t enncted by the Sonate and House of Representatives of

the Unibed States of Amerien in Congress apgembled, Tant Sestien 9723

of ths Forelsn Service Act of 19b6 (22 U.8.C. 1139) is smended to

rosd as follows:

“Seetion 92L. The Seeretary may, wnder sudh regulatiers &g

he may presexibs (a) catoblieh @@ mointaln Geverrasnt
oparated commissary or mese sorviess, or {b) cubthorize and
9s9ist in the wiablichment, maintennnes, and eperatien, by
czployoes of the Servies, of cemmissery or mess ow rvices, at
poswe abwead, &@_b@ avalleable to the offisers and empleyess of
Al Govermacnt ageneies and their depend wWents s space, faeiiitiss,
2aterial, otoeke, svpplies, eguipmont ov services, may bz made
avalizble. HNotuithstanding the provisiens of any other law,
charges sbread by o @@mmigsaﬁy'©r mess servics of any Covernment
ageney ¢hall be 2t the gems rate for all eivilicm porsemnel

of he Gevernment serviced therely, and all cherges for

vpplisge furpished to sueh & gervice alresd by any Government

w

)
sganey chall be at the sume rate as thad charged by the
furnishing agengy to 1%e elviliem COnlEgary ©F DeSH SERPYicCI.

Relabwraeannts to cppropriations are avthorised.®
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